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the same cold brutality for " delivery " to Hitler as compulsory
labour. Should the workers show resistance there was no differ-
ence in treatment apparent between them and the " Jews ", both
would be deported or merely executed on sight instead of in a
slaughter-house or a gas chamber in Poland. At least half the
population of France had recently been living in an " irregular
fashion", in bitter resistance against the oppressor, whether in
the guise of invader or jrancisca-valet. French people such as
these began to understand that the political refugees who lived
for years in France like pariahs, hunted by the police because
their position was not " in order ", were in no way outlaws but
courageous people reduced by the hard law of necessity to defend
themselves against the very enemy that the workers of the Resis-
tance and all French people whose eyes have been opened have
combated so staunchly. Yet only a few years ago the most
stalwart in France and elsewhere would not have believed such
a savage and embittered clash of the forces in opposition
possible.                                          *
The Courts in 1938 changed their opinion with regard to what
constituted " Communist activities ", and declared the same acts
which had been harmless in 1932 to be " highly dangerous".
Wendell Willkie in America, who had a profound understanding
of the things in jeopardy, has courageously defended naturalised
Americans against the introduction of similar proceedings. In
1938 Parliament of the Democratic Republic was barely limp-
ing, especially after the " overthrow of alliances" in the
Chamber, on the crutches of emergency decrees. Such a method
of legislation is in essential contradiction to the system of
democracy., as Britain has fully understood, only having recourse
in cases of extreme necessity to " exceptional" measures.
Democracy will be reduced to shameful oblivion if it cannot
prove in the face of dictatorships and in its gravest hour that it
can' uphold its institutions. Democracy can win through pro-
vided that the " men " in power are fitted for the task and
imbued with a sincere desire to save the Republic. The French
Parliament had lost this essential virtue. Instead of raising itself
to meet the tragedy ahead,, it reduced Republican institutions to
mere rags and tatters.
To prove the "grave danger" of these "naturalised Com-
munists " to the public, the covering clauses of the law of 1927
were abolished and these " troublesome '* elements could be
deprived of nationality by a purely administrative act. There
was nothing left even here, therefore, for Vichy to invent. The
Parliament, which was only so in name, having abandoned the